





SPOT-WELDING OF ALUMINUM 
and its alloys offers great pos- 
sibilities for saving time in the 
fabrication of aircraft and other 
light-metal parts. One limita- 
tion to its use has been the 
very high weld currents re- 
quired by these metals, re- 
sulting in high peak loads on 
the power system. Now, new 
impetus is being given this 
method of fabrication by the 
development of “‘energy stor- 
age’”’ welding control. A new 
electronic control for “energy 
storage’’ welders has just been announced by 
General Electric. It has efficiency and convenience 
features which make resistance welding of aluminum 
even more practical. 






Pee? 


THE WORLD’S MOST POWERFUL MOTOR will soon be 
in service driving a reversing roughing stand for the 
fast production of armor plate. Rated 7000 hp, 
25/60 rpm, this G-E motor will furnish 4,000,000 
pounds torque at a 1-ft radius. It weighs 1,000,000 
lb. This big motor has no through shaft, a striking 
departure in design. Instead, its shaft extensions are 
bolted onto the motor armatures, and the two ar- 
matures are bolted together through large flanges. 


ATTENTION 











BETTER FIGHTING PLANES are resulting from the 
increased use of complete and self-contained driving 
mechanisms—called power packages—to operate 
bomb doors, landing gear, and control and protective 
devices. Each G-E power package combines whatever 
elements are needed to do the job— motor, brake, limit 
switch, gears—integrally designed for light weight, 
small size, and fast replacement in case of combat 
damage. Present ratings range from 1/100 hp to 3 hp. 





A 33 PER-CENT SAVING in low-voltage distribution 
copper is often made possible by the new practice of 
using a plant’s 480-volt power circuits to supply 
energy for general area lighting, making separate 
120/240-volt lighting circuits unnecessary. An im- 
portant saving of wiring labor is also made. Fluores- 
cent fixtures with Forlamp ballasts, also modern 
high-bay, vapor lighting equipment, are admirably 
suited to these higher-voltage circuits. 


ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. Conservation of America’s power re- 


sources—and man power—calls for putting new electrical ideas to work 
throughout industry. ® In finding new solutions to electrical problems, simple 
or complex, you can count on the co-operation of General Electric. The ideas 
shown here are just a few of many samples, suggesting the scope of this 


G-E service. 


Further information, or the aid of our engineers, is available 
for any job that can help win the war. General Electric, Schenectady, N.Y. 
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‘Death Sentence” Legality 


Again Upheld in Court 


Third Circuit Court of Appeals holds Section 11 (b) (2) of Holding Com- 


pany Act constitutional in review of SEC order requiring Com- 
monwealth & Southern to reduce capitalization to a single 


class of common stock 


The constitutionality of Section 11 
(b) (2), the corporate simplification 
phase, of the Holding Company Act, 
was upheld recently in the Third U. S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals in the case 
of the Commonwealth & Southern Corp. 
Previously in the case of the North 
American Co., the Second U. S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals had upheld the con- 
stitutionality of Section 11 (b) (1), 
the geographic integration phase, of 
the Holding Company Act and that com- 
pany has carried the fight to the U. S. 
Supreme Court, where a review of the 
lower court’s decision is pending 
(ELectricAL Wor.Lp, January 23, page 
127; February 20, page 64). 


Appealed SEC Order 


In the present case Commonwealth & 
Southern was appealing an April 9, 
1942, order of the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission to reduce its cap- 
italization to a single class of common 
stock. At the time of the original order, 
Justin R. Whiting, president of the com- 
pany. said the order would be contested 
in the courts. Questioned about the lat- 
est court decision, Mr. Whiting said 
that the corporation had reached no de- 
cision whether to appeal the case to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 

“We are advised that we have 90 
days from the entry of the court’s order 
within which to take an appeal to the 





Justin R. Whiting 


Supreme Court of the United States,” 
Mr. Whiting said. “It has always been 
the position of the management to try 
to work out a plan with the commission 
which would be fair and equitable to 
all stockholders. Some recent plans 
filed with the commission open new 
avenues to be explored in methods 
which may be availed of. The company 
intends to take up with the commission 
the possibility of working out a plan 
before any definite decision is made as 
to whether or not an appeal will be 
taken.” F 


The unanimous opinion of the Court 
of Appeals, written by Judge Albert 
Maris and concurred in by Judges John 
Biggs, Jr.. and Herbert F. Goodrich, 
dismissed the company’s contentions 
that the section of the act and the com- 
mission’s actions in enforcing it were 
unconstitutional. The court denied that 
the section was in contravention of the 
commerce powers and violated the 
Fifth, Ninth and Tenth Amendments to 
the Constitution. The court declined 
to pass, however, on the holding com- 
pany’s contention that the order also 
violated the Fifth Amendment—the 
“due process” clause with respect to 
stockholders, which the company held 
was one of the fundamental questions 
before the court. In the brief originally 
filed the company said that the question 
before the court was whether the com- 
mission can alter the rights of security 
holders without their consent and their 
right to be heard; that the SEC order 
was, in effect, directed against the se- 
curity holders rather than against the 
corporation. The particular section of 
the Holding Company Act, they 
charged, contained no machinery or 
provision for making security holders 
subject to or parties to orders issued by 
the commission. 


Premature and Without Merit 


“Without granting its validity,” 
Judge Maris said, “we think that this 
point is premature.” 

The court also dismissed as “without 
merit” Commonwealth & Southern’s con- 
tention that the order under review was 
“fatally general” in that it prescribes 
only the ultimate step required to be 
taken, without pointing out the man- 
ner in which the required result is to 
be accomplished. That contention, the 
court said, “is based upon the premises 
that the act does not contain any declar- 
ation of policy with respect to the sim- 
plification of corporate structures and 
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that it contains no intelligible stand- 
ards to guide the commission. ... 
Neither premise is sound.” 


Denies Hearings Unfair 


The company’s arguments that the 
hearings conducted by the commission 
were unfair were likewise dismissed by 
the court. 

“The final assignment of unfairness,” 
the opinion said, “is based upon the 
fact that the commission failed to con- 
sider the effect of any orders which may 
hereafter be made by it in the proceed- 
ings under Section 11 (b) (1). There is. 
however, no direction in the act as to 
whether proceedings under Section 11 
(b) (1) or under Section 11 (b) (2) 
should be first determined. The order 
of procedure is left entirely to the dis- 
cretion of the commission. We may not 
interfere with the exercise of its dis- 
cretion in this case.” 

The Circuit Court’s decision compels 
Commonwealth & Southern Corp. to 
put into a single class of common stock 
the $181,117,758 of $6 cumulative pre- 
ferred stock, including $31,117,758 of 
dividends in arrears since 1934, and 
$24,879,999 of common stock. 


Santee-Cooper 
Report Issued 


In a report submitted to the state 
Senate, the South Carolina Public Serv- 
ice Authority estimated recently that 
700,000,000 kw-hr. of electric energy 
would be produced in 1943 at the 
Santee-Cooper hydro-electric develop- 
ment, valued at $2,884,000. After 
operating costs and payments in lieu 
of taxes had been made a total of 
$2,265,460 would be available for debt 
requirements, the report said. This 
sum was estimated at $1,506,760, leav- 
ing a balance for reserves, surplus and 
dividends to the state of $758,700. 

The project began full commercial 
operation on January 1, 1943, and for 
the months of January and February 
showed gross earnings of $448,057. Net 
earnings for January, the last complete 
month for which the books had been 
balanced and closed, totaled $97,444, 
according to the report. 

During those first two months of 
operation the Pinopolis hydro plant 
generated 110,585,000 kw.-hr., the 
steam plant at Conway 196,000 kw.- 
hr., and Santee-Cooper purchased 
1,118,000 kw.-hr. of energy at Conway, 
making a total of generated and pur- 
chased power of 111,969,000 kw:-hr., 


the report said. 
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS BRIEFS 





Mrs. Epiru Hocan, a G.E. employee 
for twelve years and married to another 
G.E. worker. is responsible for setting 
an all-time high for awards made to em- 
ployees for suggestions to speed pro- 
duction. Her idea resulted in a check for 





$1.250 and will save the company 400 
“woman-hours” a week. N. M. Du- 
Chemin, acting works manager, made 
the presentation. 


LUNCHTIME FOR THE THOUSANDS of 
defense workers in the Pacific North- 
west is immediately reflected in the 
power house at Grand Coulee Dam, 
several hundred miles away. Every day 
at that time the load demand curve on 
the transmission system begins to drop 
and, in a few minutes, has nose-dived 
to a loss of more than 80,000 kw., due 
to electric motors and machines com- 
ing to a stop. 

A NEW BROCHURE. “Some Wartime 
Activities of Underwriters’ Laboratories, 
Inc.,” has been published by that or- 
ganization. The booklet deals with em- 
ergency requirements, substitutes and 
emergency alternates, factory inspec- 
tion, special investigation services, fire 
extinguishing and many other varied 
activities. 

Tue Leacue or Nations Monthly 
Bulletin of Statistics for February, pub- 
lished at Princeton, N. J., contains two 
special tables relating to the production 
of electricity from the year 1932 to 
1941. Some 53 countries are included 
and the total recorded production rose 
from an estimated 265,500,000,000 kw.- 
hr. in 1932 to 480.000.000.000 kw.-hr. 
in 1939. 


ToLEeDO EDISON IS DISTRIBUTING to its 
1,600 employees a new employee maga- 
zine. John Barker, publicity director 
for the company, is the editor. 


FLORENCE, ALA., BECAME the first 
city in the Tennessee Valley to com- 
plete its payments for an electric dis- 


tribution system purchased to distribute 
TVA power when the city commission. 
ers met recently and burned the mort. 
gage on its system. 


TO CONSERVE critical materials and 
promote efficiency, the Boston Edison 
Co. replaced more than 200 currently 
underloaded ‘transformers last year 
with smaller sizes, thus making 6,500 
kw. of transformer capacity available 
elsewhere. The distribution system has 
successfully met all demands imposed 
by the war. 


Watvtace, Ipano, had a_ four-hour 
light and power “blackout” recently 
when a large tree toppled across the 
Washington Water Power Co.’s 13,000. 
volt line at Woodland Park. 


CITIZENS OF FAIRHAVEN, MAss., voted 
against cutting down the street light- 
ing appropriation at the recent town 
meeting, notwithstanding dimout con- 
ditions forced upon the New Bedford 
Gas & Edison Light Co. by the war. It 
was the feeling of the gathering that as 
long as the utility was doing its best 
to serve the public it should not be 
penalized for inability to light the high- 
ways on anything like a peacetime 
basis. 


Release 7,500 Kw. 
Puerto Rico Unit 


The Federal Works Agency this week 
offered to release for reassignment 
elsewhere by the War Production 
Board a 7,500-kw. turbo-generator and 
boiler delivered for installation by the 
Puerto Rico Railway Light & Power 
Co., one of two Puerto Rico privately 
operated utilities expropriated by the 
government under the President’s wart 
powers. (ELectricAL Wortp, July 4, 
1942, page 9; November 14, page 86; 
December 5, page 5). 

Offer to release the unit ordered 
prior to the seizure of the utility was 
made to WPB by Major-Gen. Philip 
B. Fleming, FWA administrator. Flem- 
ing said that integration of the opera- 
tion of the private companies with the 
hydro generating units of the govern- 
ment’s Puerto Rico Water Resources 
Authority made it unnecessary to add 
to the fuel-fired capacity of the island. 

The generator in question has |cen 
delivered for installation at the com 
pany’s Santurce station. The boiler is 
ready for shipment. 
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Evidence Offered FPC on 
“Common Carrier” Power 


Washington Water Power Co. testifies at hearing it could serve gov- 
ernment bases directly both cheaper and more efficiently than 
transmitting Bonneville energy — Tax argument excluded 


Fyidence to show that it would be 
both more efficient and less expensive 
» the government for Washington 
Water Power Co., rather than the Bon- 
neville Power Administration, to serve 
, new Army hospital and camp pump- 
ing station near Seattle was given the 
Federal Power Commission this week 
hy the company. The hearing was in 
response to the utility’s request for a 
public review of FPC’s precedent-set- 
ting order directing Washington Water 
Power to act as a “common carrier” 
in transmitting Bonneville energy to 
verve the two loads. 


Commission Seen Adamant 


Much of the company’s evidence had 
to be put into the record in the form 
of “offers of proof” rather than directly 
because of rulings by Chief FPC Ex- 
miner Frank A. Hampton. The com- 
mission, in granting the request for a 
hearing, plainly indicated that it con- 
sidered the proceedings a waste of 
time and that it did not intend to 
change its decision. A court appeal 
may follow. 

\ll testimony regarding federal in- 
come tax payments by the company, for 
instance, were excluded by Examiner 
Hampton. After this decision, com- 
pany counsel Allen Payne put into 
the record an “offer of proof” that 
Kinsey M. Robinson, company presi- 
dent. was on the witness stand to 
testify that the net cost to the govern- 
ment for service by his system would 
be $4.128 annually cheaper for the two 
loads than under the contract between 
Bonneville and the Army, The savings 
is computed, Mr. Payne stated, by de- 
ducting the company’s 42 percent fed- 
eral income tax payments and the cost 
of Bouneville “dump” power which the 
utility would purchase to conserve its 
own water reservoirs in serving the 
loads, 

In addition to the monetary savings, 
Mr. Payne, in another “offer of proof,” 
pointed out that the company’s pro- 
posed arrangement provided service 
without using the firm power supply 
“{ Bonneville, thus releasing this capa- 
tity “to make bullets.” Pressed by 
EXaminer Hampton to get “down to 
this cause,” Mr. Payne asserted: 
“That’s just what we’re trying to 
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show. We would take power which 
Bonneville can’t use for three months 
and give them power when they need 
it. It’s not in the best interests of the 
public to break up this mutual co- 
operation arrangement and let Bonne- 
ville take over this contract and use 
firm power which could be used to 
make bullets.” 


FPC “Discrimination” Charged 


Mr. Payne also pointed out that 
Bonneville sells energy to various pub- 
lic power systems and agencies which 
resell it at higher rates. This was 
introduced to show “discrimination” by 
FPC against private power systems 
which the attorney said violated the 
President’s directive instructing the 
FPC to arrange for the “cheapest” 
power for war loads without discrimina- 
tion as to system ownership. 

All of Mr. Robinson’s testimony out- 
lining the specific operations of ihe 
Northwest power pool and how Wash- 


ington Water Power would take Bonne- 
ville energy which otherwise would be 
wasted and “process” it into firm 
power by saving its own water storage 
for later use was given in an executive 
session because of wartime restrictions 
on power capabilities and loads. News- 
men were permitted by Mr. Hampton 
to remain at the hearing, but the 
record of testimony was marked con- 
fidential. 


Standardization of 
Busway Ordered 


Standardization of busway, aimed at 
saving considerable quantities of copper 
and steel and reducing specifications 
to minimum levels consistent with ade- 
quate performance, is effected by order 
L-273. 

Maximum amounts of copper and 
steel which may be used for the allow- 
able ampere ratings are specified. 
Busway designed for use with movable 
or rolling trolleys, that having a cross- 
sectional area per conductor of less 
than 50,000 cir. mil, busway not over 
10 feet long which is furnished with 
switch or panelboards or distribution 
transformer banks, and step-type bus- 
way are not covered by the order. 

Plug-in busway is restricted to 250-, 
400- and 600-amp. sizes, each with a 











WPB POWER GROUP VISITS G-E—J. A. Krug. WPB vice-chairman and director of the 


Office of War Utilities, and a group of other WPB officials inspect the lower half of 
one of the turbines being built for four 30,000 kw. floating power plants at a General 
Electric plant. G. B, Warren, design engineer of the company’s turbine department, 
points out a detail to Mr. Krug as the others look on. Left to right: R. McNary, assistant 
superintendent of the turbine shop: C. S. Coggeshall, manager, G-E turbine division; 
H. S. Marks, assistant general counsel, WPB; Mr. Warren and Mr. Frug; B. J. Sickler, 
director, WPB’s power division; W. L. Cisler, chief of ihe material and equipment 
section, OWU; and L. L. Bosch, power division consultant. 
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conductor tolerance of plus or minus 
5 percent and 4.5 pounds of steel 
allowable per linear foot. Copper 
circular-mil. area for the conductor 
ranges from 134,000 to 472,000. Spe- 
cial authorization is required to fabri- 
cate plug-in busway larger than the 
600-amp. size. 


Feeder-type Busway 


Feeder-type busway may be manu- 
factured in eight sizes from 250- to 
2,000-amp. ratings. Tolerances are all 
plus or minus 5 percent, with the allow- 
able steel per linear foot ranging from 
4.5 to 8 pounds. Copper circular-mil. 
area for conductor ranges from 134.000 
to 914,000. Sizes 9 and 10, of 3,000- 
and 4,000-amp. rating respectively, 
may be manufactured on special au- 
thorization of WPB on _ proof that 
smaller sizes are not adequate. 

Only one model of plug-in or feeder 
busway may be produced except in 
250-amp. plug-in, for which two models 
are allowable. Specifications of all 
models to be produced after April 24 
must be filed with WPB as a condi- 
tion of manufacturing after that date. 

No orders bearing ratings lower than 
AA-5 may be placed or filled. 


Washington Rate 
- Reduction Ordered 


Sliding-Scale Agreement 
Again Basis for New Cut 


Using again a 31 percent federal 
corporate income tax rate as an operat- 
ing expense allowance, the District of 
Columbia Public Utilities Commission 
this week ordered Potomac Electric 
Power Co. to reduce rates for 1943 by 
$310,409 under the sliding scale agree- 
ment. The action resumed, after a one- 
year interruption, an annual series of 
rate reductions extending back to 1925. 

Federal agencies which had unsuc- 
cessfully fought to get the PUC to 
scrap the sliding scale in the interest 
of a larger rate cut are certain to ap- 
peal the PUC’s decision to federal 
courts. Confined to testimony relat- 
ing to application of the sliding scale 
agreement, the Office of Price Admin- 
istration had urged that the commis- 
sion allow only a 19 percent federal 
tax rate as an operating charge, which 
would have resulted in a rate cut more 
than double that ordered. The PUC’s 
first use of the 31 percent tax rate 
was in applying the sliding scale 
agreement to Washington gas rates 
last year. This decision is in the 
courts on an OPA appeal. 
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Lamp Bulb Supply 
Assured Civilians 


Incandescent industrial lighting 
fixture metal curtailed 
60 percent 


Civilians lost the right to buy newly 
manufactured incandescent lighting fix- 
tures and gained the promise of a 
fair share of the light bulb supply this 
week under two new WPB orders. 

Order L-28-a, as amended, directs 
that no rating below AA-5 shall apply 
to the acceptance or filling of any 
order for incandescent, fluorescent or 
glow discharge lamps. Since AA-5 
ratings are used principally for mili- 
tary, export and industrial orders, the 
restriction assures that the supply of 
bulbs which remains after these rated 
orders have been filled will be avail- 
able to civilians and commercial pur- 
chasers alike. Under a CMP provision, 
now ineffectual, commercial users are 
eligible for A-10 ratings for bulbs. 
WPB estimates that 16,000,000 bulbs 
will be available for sale on unrated 
orders this month, or approximately 60 
percent of those sold to residential] 
and other users during April, 1941. 

Another amendment of L-28-a allows 
monufacturers of incandescent lamps 
1» apply to WPB for authorization to 
use tungsten and other materials on 
hand in the fabrication of lamp types 
prohibited by L-28-a. 

L-28-a, in effect, froze these supplies. 
























Their release is expected to contribyy 
to the supply of light bulbs availabj 
for civilians. The move also wil] hel; 
maintain working forces of bulb many 
facturers by allowing them to use y, 
obsolete supplies. 

Restrictions on incandescent {ixtyre 
were imposed in order L-212, whic 


52] 


drastically restricts the amount of met, ey 
which may be used in any fixture 
Hereafter only incandescent fixture 
generally available will be those alreadym 
partly fabricated or currently held js Chars 
dealer or jobber inventory. Essentig see 
mvas 


users will share all the rest. 

Allowable metal in standard utilit 
and industrial incandescent fixtures wa 
reduced 60 percent, that in residentig 
fixtures 80 percent. Only six ounce 
of metal may henceforth be used j 
residential fixtures. These appliance 
will be sold without rating. 
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OWU Revises Order U-1-d , 










The Office of War Utilities has re i A 
issued Utilities Order U-l-d with ; . Ser 
or Sty 


minor change designed to clear up a 
ambiguity in the original version. 

The new order, dated March 29, sti; 
ylates that utilities must clearly record 
on their own books a record of servicg 
extensions which are built under the 
blanket authority granted to providé 
service, within certain restrictions, t 
buildings which are built or remodeled 
with authorization of WPB’s Construe 
tion Division. 
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FOURTH FOSTER WHEELER “E’—For the fourth time within a year the Navy _ 
award has been tendered Foster Wheeler Corp, shops—the latest being an Arm 
Navy “E” pennant with star presented at the Dansville, N. Y., works of the compa” 
Rear Admiral Clark H. Woodward, who conferred the original “E” award last August 

again made the presentation 
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lready Charges that the Federal Power Com- 

eld ‘Mission is making an unconstitutional 

sentia wvasion of state rights in seeking juris- 

... Miiction over the rates charged by 

v9 rkansas Power & Light Co. for power 

ad Jd a government aluminum plant at 

Seiad ake Catherine, Ark., made at a hear- 

ced ie in Little Rock in January, were 

“aes arried to Congress on March 31, when 
he Arkansas Department of Public 
ltilities reiterated its claims in letters 
o three senators. 

led Lasley Reviews Situation 

— Pp. A. Lasley, special counsel for 

a 2 he department, wrote a letter to Sena- 

up aie” Styles Bridges of New Hampshire 


at the request of A. B. Hill, chairman 
of the department, and sent copies to 
enators John McClellan of Arkansas 
ind Clyde M. Reed of Missouri. 

It was Mr. Lasley who made the 
harges at the hearing being conducted 
by a Federal Power Commissioner in 
itle Rock late in January that the 
ommission was overstepping its juris- 
liction and invading states’ rights. The 
hearing was called to investigate rates 
harged by the Southwest Power Pool 
ompanies, but most of the testimony 
volved around rates charged the gov- 
mment by the Arkansas Power & 
ight Co. and the Arkansas depart- 
nent charged this was without the 
urisdiction of the FPC. 

In his letter to Senator Bridges, 
tr, Lasley reviewed the history of the 
ormation of the Southwest Power Pool, 
utlined the negotiations which led up 
) supplying of power by the Ark-La 
b-Operative to the Lake Catherine 
uminiim plant and detailed some of 
he testimony developed at the FPC’s 
tarine into rates charged the Defense 
lant Corp. for the plant’s power. 
For a review of the whole story see 
LecTRICAL Wortp, February 13, 1943, 
age 5; February 6, page 60; January 
4. pase 7; January 23, page 130; 
tuary 9, page 52; January 2, page 
: December 26, 1942, page 55). 
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Fitzhugh Issues Denial 






Immediately following publication in 
é Arkansas press of Lasley’s letter, 
homas Fitzhugh, attorney for the 
Ark-La Co-operative and _ formerly 
hairman of the Arkansas Department 














““#enators Get Charges on 
~f EPC States’ Rights Fight 


kansas commission letter reiterates its claim that Federal Power 
Commission has no jurisdiction over power rates charged by 
utility to DPC’s Lake Catherine aluminum plant 


of Public Utilities, issued a public 
denial of Lasley’s charges. Mr. Fitz- 
hugh said that while he was serving 
as chairman of the department he found 
the FPC “most co-operative in helping 
solve Arkansas utility problems.” 

On the same day the Arkansas de- 
partment announced it had received 
notice from the Maryland Public Serv- 
ice Commission that it would support 
the Arkansas department in its juris- 
dictional fight. A. B. Hill, chairman 
of the Arkansas department, received 
a copy of a letter sent by the Maryland 
commission to Senator Bridges stating 
it was “wholly in accord with the posi- 
tion taken by the Arkansas commis- 
sion” against encroachment on states’ 
rights. 

-“We believe that when adequate state 
regulation has been provided and a 
state commission is functioning with 
respect to intrastate rates, there should 
be no interference from federal authori- 
ties,” the Maryland commission wrote 
Senator Bridges. “The Federal Power 
Commission is useful and needed to 
exercise control of service and rates 
which cannot be reached by a state 
authority. Such federal authority 
should be made available to states 
when needed, but overlapping or dupli- 
cation of state and federal regulation 
is objectionable and harmful as well as 
wasteful.” 


Traffic Light Masks 
Ruled Unsafe 


The Connecticut State Traffic Com- 
mission-has given general consent to the 
removal of masks from traffic lights on 
the ground that these dimout measures 
are inefficient and in some cases hazards 
to highway travel. Motor Vehicles 
Commissioner J. T. McCarthy, secre- 
tary of the traffic board, stated that 
in the near future Connecticut vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic would enjoy the 
convenience of unmasked signals; that 
in establishing the new status the board 
is in complete accord with military 
regulations, and that the board has 
acted in agreement with the Connecticut 
War Council. At Hartford a number 
of 60-watt lamps have been restored to 
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traffic light service after severe curtail- 
ment to wattages of the 10 to 15 order 
in some cases. 


Probe Arkansas Co-op 
Wholesale Rates 


Acquisition of Developed Territory 
Raises Discount Question 


Arkansas Department of Public Util- 
ities has called a hearing on April 14 
in Little Rock to determine whether 
Arkansas Power & Light Co.’s unusu- 
ally low wholesale rates to rural electric 
co-operates should apply to territories 
acquired by co-ops which are already 
developed. 

The company filed a base rate with 
the department in July 1, 1937, provid- 
ing for $230 for the first 100 kw. of 
demand, and $2 per kw. for excess de- 
mand, with an energy rate of 1 cent per 
kw.-hr. for the first 180 kw.-hr. and 7 
mills for excess. In ordering the rate 
into effect,.the department ordered that 
a 30 percent discount be allowed on 
bills to co-ops. 


Eight-Mill Rate 


In May, 1939, the department ordered 
that the discount be increased to 50 
percent, making an over-all wholesale 
rate to the co-ops of 8 mills per kw.-hr. 

The company in agreeing to supply 
power at wholesale under these rates 
pointed out it was making this contri- 
bution to aid the co-ops furnish power 
to farm customers. Thomas Fitzhugh, 
then a commissioner of the depart- 
ment, said at the time the rate was 
probably the lowest in the nation to 
co-ops. 

Since the order of 1939 several 
Arkansas co-ops have purchased towns 
and communities where use of electric 
service had already been developed. 
These co-ops have sought to pay only 
the promotional rate for power and 
energy it buys for resale in these al- 
ready developed areas. 

Technically, the hearing is on an ap- 
plication of Arkansas Power & Light 
Co. for approval of a “rider” on its 
rate schedule of May, 1939, the “rider” 
providing that the promotional rate 
shall be applicable for resale of 
power by co-ops to undeveloped rural 
areas outside of incorporated towns not 
already served by the company or any 
other company. The rider would also 
provide that the rate is not applicable 
for resale, standby or breakdown serv- 
ice in conjunction with the generating 
facilities of other electric systems or of 
the contracting co-operative itself. 
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542 Percent Return 
Demanded of Utility 


New York State’s Public Service 
Commission, by a three to two vote, 
decided last week that the Orange & 
Rockland Electric Co., which serves 
Orange and Rockland counties, was en- 
titled to a return of only 5% percent 
on the fair value of its utility proper- 
ties. The decision required the utility 
to file new rate schedules providing for 
an annual reduction of $50.000 in 
charges to consumers. 

The contention of Milo R. Maltbie, 
chairman of the commission, that a 514 
percent over-all return was fair and 
adequate was based chiefly on the de- 
cline that has taken place in the cost 
of new financing to utilities. The 104- 
page memorandum enunciating the ma- 
jority decision pointed out the fact 
that the company had refinanced a 5 
percent bond issue at 3 percent and 
had reduced two-thirds of its preferred 
stock to a 5 percent basis. The com- 
mission held also that the company 
was entitled to charge to operating ex- 
penses only $12,000 of the $18,000 
salary of its president, R. W. Smith. 

Mr. Maltbie’s memorandum said that 
a cut of $50,000 in rates would result 
in a saving of $22,000 in federal and 
state taxes, and that the net cost to 
the company of putting the rate into 
effect would be only $28,000. A 514 
percent return on the fair value of the 
utility’s properties would permit a con- 
siderably higher dividend rate. he 
declared. 

In a dissenting opinion, Commis- 
sioner George R. Van Namee held that 
the rate should be continued at 6 per- 
cent. The commission, he said, sh@uld 
give weight to increased living costs 
in computing fair return and observed 
that a substantial part of economies ef- 
fected through financing had_ been 
absorbed by increased taxes. The com- 
pany’s federal income taxes, he said, 
rose from $26,117 in 1938 to an esti- 
mated $60.729 in 1941. The second 
dissenter, Commissioner William M. 
Bray, proposed that further hearing in 
the matter be held and the company 
afforded additional opportunity to pre- 
sent evidence on the rate of return. 


OWU Form U-F-14 Mailed 


Form U-F-14, calling for first-quarter 
reports on deliveries, withdrawals and 
inventories, was mailed out to covered 
utilities this week. The form, which 
replaces PD 194 B, must be returned 
by April 30. Federal Power Commis- 
sion is acting as agent for OWU in 
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FOOD DRYER—Clarence E. Jones, com- 
mercial sales manager of Arkansas Power 
& Light. and James J. Wright of the com- 
pany’s mimeographing department, with 
the inexpensive dehydrating unit they 
built. The model will be used by the 
utility in promoting ‘the use of dehydra- 
tion in homes’ in’ the territory. 





mailing and tabulating the forms, as 
in previous mailings of PD 194 B’s. 

OWU officials emphasized that the 
report need he filled out only by those 
companies of whom it is specifically 
requested. 


Utility Promotes 
Home Dehydrator 


Two employes of the Arkansas Power 
& Light Company have developed an 
inexpensive home dehydrator which the 
company will promote for the benefit of 
its customers with an extensive program, 
Parker C. Tucker, general sales man- 
ager, has announced. 

The two employees who started the 
project are Clarence E. Jones, com- 
mercial sales miznager, and James J. 
Wright, superintendent of the com- 
pany’s mimeographing department. 

To publicize the value of home de- 
hydration, the company’s sales depart- 
ment launched a series of demonstra- 
tions in its larger cities. A home serv- 
ice advisor of the company conducts 
the demonstrations and plans and 
specifications for the inexpensive unil 
are distributed, together with book- 
lets on the proper method of operating 
a dehydrator. 

The unit is simply a cabinet equipped 
with drying racks to hold fruits and 
vegetables to be processed. A small 
electric fan circulates the air inside the 
cabinet, which is heated by five 200- 
watt lamps. 

Inauguration of the program stress- 





ing dehydration follows on the heels o/ 
a campaign to increase the number of 
home gardens planted in the company’; 
territory. W. M. Shepherd, rural de. 
velopment director, worked out a serie, 
of articles and charts to aid gardeners 

The inexpensive dehydrating wnit cay 
be built for about $10 from sérap Jum. 
ber that can be found around mos 
homes or which can be purchased 


locally. - 
« 


Central States Power 
Withdraws Application 


The Securities and Exchange Com. 
mission has granted permission to Cen- 
tral States Power & Light Corp. t 
withdraw its application with respect 
to capital contributions by it to four 
subsidiaries—Centra] States Power & 
Light Corp. of Oklahoma, Central Light 
& Power Co., Missouri Electric Power 
Co. and Utilities Production Corp. 


Minnesota Cited by 
FPC on “Write-Ups” 


The Federal Power Commission has 
ordered the Minnesota Power & Light 
Co. to dispose of $20,806,900 in “write. 
ups” and other erroneous charges to 
plant account claimed by the company 
to represent bona fide cost incurred in 
acquiring the property. The company 
has been ordered to prepare and submit 
to the commission, within six monthis. 
revised original cost studies respecting 
the amounts in its plant account. other 
than that disposed of in the present 
order, in conformity with the commis 
sion’s uniform system of accounts. 

After disposing of lesser amounts 
classified in Account 107 (electric plant 
adjustments), the order directs that 
$18,561,866 of the “write-ups” be trans- 
ferred to Account 271 (earned surplus), 
with a condition, however, that the com- 
pany may charge $14,500,000 of that 
amount to a capital surplus created for 
the purpose. In the event the company 
avails itself of this provision, the con- 
mission said, the charge to earned sul- 
plus will leave $1,000,000 balance in 
that account, equivalent of one years 
preferred stock dividend requirements. 

The commission’s majority opinion 
points out that the main issues of the 
case revolved around two acquisitions 
of properties, one in 1923 and one it 
1924, by Minnesota from its paren! com- 
pany, American Power & Ligh: Co. 
During 1922 the stock of the Duluth 
Edison Co. was acquired by American 
and the former changed its name l 
Minnesota Power & Light on October 
25, 1923. Cost of the properties ‘rans 
ferred to Minnesota was inflated $1- 
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951.136, the opinion says. In the 1923 
transaction Minnesota issued to Amer- 
ican securities having an aggregate 
principal amount and par value (with 
accrued interest and dividends), which 
was $722,200 in excess of the acquisi- 
tion cost to American of the properties 
transferred. To the above amounts, 
which the commission termed “write- 
ups, there must also be added, they 
said, $103,173 representing the amount 
remaining of an arbitrary charge to 
plant account upon the transfer of the 
properties. 


FPC Asks House to 
Retain “War Time’ 


Repeal of “war time” would be a 
mistake in terms of the effective con- 
duct of the war, the Federal Power 
Commission this week told the House 
interstate and foreign commerce com- 
mittee, which is considering a joint 
resohition to return the nation to stand- 
ard time. FPC’s position coincides 
with that previously taken by WPB 
chairman Nelson and the Under-Secre- 
taries of War and Navy in public 
pleas against either federal or state 
legislative action to set the clocks back. 

In a letter to Congressman Clarence 
T. Lea, chairman of the committee, 
FPC chairman Leland Olds-,asserted 
that “war time” cut 1,500,000 kw. 
off the December, 1942, peak load and 
estimated that it would cut this year’s 
load even more. In addition, he stated 
that “war time” saved 1,000.000,000 
kw.-hr. of energy last year, which would 
require the equivalent of 10,000 car- 
loads of coal. 

As an illustration of how “war time” 
reduces peak loads, Mr. Olds wrote that 
the extra hour of daylight provided in 
winter by advancing the clock post- 
pones the greatest lighting use to a 
time when factory and urban railway 
use jias fallen off. This, he said, “is 
just the same kind of planning as that 
of the housewife who makes the great- 
est possible use of the top of her stove 
by getting her canning out of the way 
before cooking the evening meal, be- 
cause the stove is not large enough 
‘0 handle both operations at the same 
time. She eliminates the need for a 
larger stove by not starting the second 
operition until she had finished the 
hrst.”” 

In the power field, Mr. Olds added, 
additions to generating capacity in war- 
lime “must necessarily be held to the 
absolute minimum because new turbine 
senerators compete with munitions for 
the limited supplies of critical mate- 
tials and manufacturing capacity.” 
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PGE. Files Suit to Force 
Bonneville Power Contract 


Utility asks federal court to require Administrator Raver to grant 


long-term contract without clause giving agency option on 
properties — Utilities commissioner demands rate reduction 


Portland General Electric Co. has 
filed suit in federal district court 
against Dr. Paul J. Raver, Bonneville 
power administrator, to enforce execu- 
tion of a long-term power contract be- 
tween Bonneville and P.G.E. without 
requiring the utility to sell any of its 
properties as a condition of the con- 
tract. The suit asked that the court 
decree that terms of a contract signed 
by the utility in February, except for 
clauses requiring sale of the properties, 
be declared binding on the Bonneville 
Power Administration. As an alterna- 
tive. P.G.E. asked the court to restrain 
or enjoin Dr. Raver from requiring the 
company to give an option on the prop- 
erties. or that the company agree to 
sell any part of its property as a con- 
dition to making a’ power contract. 


Rate Reduction Asked 


Debate on the long-term _power con- 
tract sought by P.G.E. featured the re- 
cent month-long Securities and Ex- 
change Commission hearing in Portland 
into the reorganization of the parent 
company. Portland Electric Power Co. 
(ELecrricAL Worip, March 13, page 
5). Another repercussion of that hear- 
ing has taken the form of a demand by 
Ormond R. Bean, state public utilities 
commissioner, that the utility make rate 
reductions totaling about $700,000 for 
this year and “kick back” another $700.- 
000 in “‘exéess earnings” for 1942. Rate 
reductions were placed in effect in 
Salem and other Marion County com- 
munities in 1941 by P.G.E., which an- 
nounced it would make _ reductions 
throughout the rest of the system when 
studies were completed, Bean declared. 
The studies have since been completed, 
he said, and the reductions have not 
been forthcoming. The utility, on the 
other hand, has said that reductions 
could not be made while no assurance 
was forthcoming that a long-term con- 
tract for Bonneville power would be 
granted. 


Raver, Griffith Debate 


In the meantime both Dr. Raver and 
Franklin T. Griffith, chairman of the 
board of Portland General Electric, 
have engaged in a debate before the 
Progressive Business Men’s Club of 
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Portland, in which Dr. Raver charged 
that iron-clad contracts with privately 
managed utility companies will give 
those utilities absolute control of the 
$350,000,000 investment in Bonneyille, 
Grand Coulee and the federal system 
of transmission lines. In rebuttal, Mr. 
Griffith declared that the development 
of federal power projects should not be 
used to hide “arrogant and arbitrary 
efforts to destroy a privately owned in- 
dustry and to confiscate the investment 
represented thereby.” 


Cites Bonneville Capacity 


“There is not a syllable in the Bonne- 
ville Act that authorizes the administra- 
tor to acquire a strand of the distribu- 
tion system of any utility; not one word 
that can be tortured into an authoriza- 
tion to require a utility to sell at any 
price. fair or otherwise, any portion of 
its property to any other public agency,” 
he said, 

“The Bonneville administrator 
has under his control more than 700,- 
000 kw. of capacity, which will, by the 
end of this year, be increased to 1,300,- 
000 kw.,” Mr. Griffith declared. “The 
demand of all public bodies thus far 
attached to Bonneville aggregate less 
than 6 percent of Bonneville’s present 
capacity and less than 4 percent of the 
capacity at the end of this year. There 
is no conflict between the application of 
P.G.E. and any public body—80 per- 
cent of Bonneville’s present capacity is 
employed by less than a dozen directly 
connected customers devoted to produc- 
tion of war materials. All the hundreds 
of other war industries in the area are 
now served by the lines of the major 
public and privately owned utilities. 

“By the express provisions of the 
Bonneville Act P.G.E. is in every re- 
spect a qualified applicant for Bonne- 
ville energy. We have a contract which 
the administrator declares he has the 
right to curtail or cancel on 24 hours” 
notice. Our service to our customers is 
in peril. We insist that under the law 
we are, as the first of all the applicants 
for and users of Bonneville power, en- 
titled to a definite and firm contract that 
will insure adequate service to our 
domestic customers, and to our indus- 
trial customers, the majority of whom 
are engaged in war work...” 


now 
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A Guide to OWU’s Policy, 
Administrative Divisions 


Chart in center pages of this issue explains “vertical” flow of authority 
in WPB agency charged with overseeing nation’s 
power supply during wartime 


The Office of War Utilities in the 
War Production Board has been organ- 
ized into five policy branches and five 
administrative divisions each handling 
the affairs of a specific utility field un- 
der OWU’s jurisdiction (see chart on 
center pages, this issue). 


“Vertical” Authority 


The agency’s organization is “verti- 
cal” in the flow of authority, with each 
of the subdivisions reporting directly 
to Director J. A. Krug and Deputy Di- 
rector Edward Falck. The five policy 
branches are Research and Statistics, 
headed by Harry Miller; Materials Con- 
trol, which handles policy and proce- 
dure on CMP and allocation of materials 
under Charles F. Weiler; Fuel and Al- 
locations, under William A. Lyons; In- 
ventory Control, under Charles E. Kohl- 
hepp, and Administrative, headed by 
James A. Barr. These branches operate 
horizontally in all utility fields under 
OWU on matters pertaining to policy. 

The administrative divisions are 
Power, Natural Gas, Manufacture. Gas, 
Water and Communications. Each of 
these executes the OWU policies in its 
respective fields and develops specific 
policies and procedures applicable to 
its assigned branch of utility service. 
The Power Division, under Barclay J. 
Sickler, former deputy director of the 
old WPB Power Division, is divided 
into four sections, each reporting di- 
rectly to Sickler and, through him, to 
Krug and Falck. This organizational 
set-up for power is much the same as it 
was in the old power division. The four 
sections are power supply. of which 
J. E. Moore is chief; materials distribu- 
tion, headed by Wade N. Edmunds; al- 
locations (rationing and integration), 
under N. Knowles Davis, and equipment 
production, under Walker Cisler. Only 
new man in this group is Davis. who 
formerly was assistant to Lyons before 
the latter was moved up into the policy 
branch. 


Other Authority Allocations 


Moore’s section is charged with see- 
ing to it that an adequate power supply 
is provided to meet essential loads. It is 
this unit which initiates the programs 
for capacity expansion and transmission 
lines for war loads. The job of Cisler’s 
section is that of arranging and execut- 
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ing the scheduling of equipment pro- 
duction, not only for the power pro- 
gram but also for other industrial uses 
of the same equipment, including ma- 
rine and Navy. In its operation this sec- 
tion is virtually an industry division of 
WPB. Priorities and allocations of ma- 
terial for utility operation and construc- 
tion are handled by Edmunds’ section 
and Davis’ unit administers the integra- 
tion provisions of Order L-94 and is as- 
signed to administer any power-ration- 
ing programs which may develop. 


Kentucky Co-ops 
Subject to Taxes 


Kentucky’s rural electric co-opera- 
tives were declared subject to property 
and franchise taxes last week by the 
Court of Appeals. The high court’s 
opinion upheld a lower court ruling 
that an annual fee of $10 in lieu of 
franchises and property taxes was 
unconstitutional. 

The court’s opinion commented that 
the state revenue department had not 
filed a cross-appeal from the lower 
court ruling that the law exempted the 
co-ops from profit taxes, gross and net 
taxes, sales taxes, occupational taxes. 
taxes on electric current consumed and 
all excise taxes. The ad valorum prop- 
erty tax, applying to poles, wires, trans- 
formers and other equipment, is 50 
cents a $100 valuation; the franchise 
tax is placed upon the value of the 
franchises as determined by the reve- 
nue department. 

Some 26 co-operative organizations 
are affected by the decision. 


Utility Elects Four 
Business Men to Board 


For the first time, representatives of 
the territory served other than its offi- 
cials have -been given a place on the 
board of directors of the Northern 
States Power Co. of Minnesota. 

They are: Stephen P. Duffy, secre- 
tary-treasurer-manager Hall Hardware 
Co., Minneapolis; Bradley C. Marks, 
president Ancient Order United Work- 






















men, Fargo; Thomas A. Phillips, pre, 
dent Minnesota Mutual Life Insurang 
Co., St. Paul, and Thomas G. Harris¢ 
vice-president Winston & Newell 
Minneapolis. 


MEETINGS 


Pennsylvania Electric Association—Systems op 
tion committee, Hotel “Brunswick, Lancast 
Pa., May 6-7. E, W. Middleton, chair 
Pennsylvania Power & Light Co., Hazleton, 


Illuminating Engineering Society — Great 
regional conference, Rackham Memorial Bldg, 
Detroit, Mich., June 5. G. R. Baumga 
regional vice-president, General Electric 
Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Previously Listed 


Missouri Association of Public Utilities — An 
business ow Elms Hotel, Excelsior Spri 
Mo., April 16-17. Jesse Blythe, assistant sec 
tary, 101 West High St., Jefferson City, Mo. 

National Electrical Manufacturers Associatic 
Spring meeting, Palmer House, Chicago, | 
April 20-23. . J. Donald, managing directs 
155 East 44th St., New York, Se A 

North Central Electrical Industries — Annual al 
industry conference, Radison Hotel, Minneapo 
lis, Minn., April 26-27. Wm. A, Ritt, secretary 
manager, Foshay Tower, Minneapolis, Minn. 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers - 
Spring meeting, Hotel Black Hawk, Davenport 
lowa, April 26-28; semi-annual meeting, Hotel 
Biltmore, Los Angeles, Calif., June 14-16. Erne 
Hartford, executive assistant secretary, 29 Wes 
39th St., New York, N. Y. 

Edison Electric Institute — Spring conference o 
utility accountants, AGA-EE!, Netherland Plax 
Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio, April 27-28; genera 
commercial meetings, Edgewater Beach Hotel 
Chicago, IIl., April 29-30; transmission and dis 
tribution committee, Edgewater Beach Hotel 
Chicago, III, May 10-11; accident prevention 
committee, Edgéwater Beach Hotel, Chicago 
ill., May 12-13. Col. H. S$. Bennion, managing 
director, 420 Lexington Ave., New York, N. Y 

Missouri Valley Electric Association—Annua! en- 
gineering conference to be held in conjunction 
with meeting of 7th District American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers, Continental Hotel, Kan- 
sas City, Mo., April 28-30. |. D. Pettegrew, 
director, 1527 Sharp Bldg., Lincoln, Neb. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers—South- 
western District, Kansas City, Mo., April 28-30: 
National Technical Meeting, Cleveland, Ohio 
June 21-25. H. H. Henline, national secretary 
33 W. 39th St., New York, 

Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—Spring 
conference, William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh 
Pa., May 10. Brent Wiley, managing director 
Empire Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Arkansas Uilities Association — Annual conver 
tion, Marion Hotel, Little Rock, Ark., May 
10-11. R. E. Ritchie, secretary, P. O. Box 55 
Little Rock, Ark, 

National Fire Protection Association — Annua 
meeting, Palmer House, Chicago, Ill., Mey 
10-14. R. S. Moulton, technical secretary, & 
Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass. 

Pennsylvania Electric Association — Electrics 
equipment committee, Altoona, Pa., May 20-2). 
A. N. Shealy, chairman, Pennsylvania Water 
and Power Co., Baltimore, Md. 

Naional Electrical Wholesalers Association — We’ 
conference, Hotel Statler, Buffalo, N. Y., May 
24-26. Alfred Byers, secretary, 165 Broadway 
New York, N, Y. 

National District Heating Association — Annvi 
meeting, Hotel Schenléy, Pittsburgh, Pa., June 
9-10. John F. Collins, Jr., secretary-treasure’ 
827 N. Euclid Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Canadian Electrical Association—Annual meeting 
Seigniory Club, Quebec, June 17-18. §& & 
Fairchilds, secretary, 804 Tramways Bldg., Mor’ 
real, Que. 

Society for Promotion of Engineering Education— 


Annual meeting, Illinois Institute of Techno'o: 
Chicago, Ill., and Northwestern University 
Evanston, Ill., June 18-20. F. L. Bishop, secre 


tary, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, °a 

American Society for Testing Materials—A nv? 
meeting, Pittsburgh, Pa., June 28-July |. %.° 
Hess, assistant secretary, 260 S. Broad St 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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STAND-BY TRANSFORMERS 
RELEASED 


-eeby portable capacitor bank 


A leading public utility has solved the 
problem of increased transformer capacity 
with a mobile capacitor unit. With a large 
number of delta-connected transformer banks 
serving power users with lagging power- 
factor loads, this utility was faced with the 
universal problem of supplying spare trans- 
formers for stand-by service when all avail- 
able transformers were needed for regular 


service. 


To release these spare transformers, the 
utility and Westinghouse engineers jointly 
studied the application of capacitors. The 
result was the construction of a portable 
capacitor bank. 


Today, portable units are vital equipment 
in helping this utility meet its power demands. 
Rolling up to a transformer bank where failure 
has occurred, the capacitors keep the bank 
of open delta-connected transformers operat- 
ing at full rating. Furthermore, the same port- 


able capacitor unit can be used for banks of 
different ratings—600 volts and 2400 volts. 
Thus, several mobile capacitor banks can 
release a large number of stand-by trans- 
formers of various ratings for continuous 
service. This idea can be used to advantage 
by utility systems where delta-connected trans- 
former banks supply lagging power -factor 
loads of from 70 to 90%. 


This is one of the many ways Westinghouse 
engineers can help power companies main- 
tain service or increase capacity with a mini- 
mum expenditure of money and critical ma- 
terials. They may be able to help you on 
similar problems. Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company, East Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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Longer Days Bring 
Output Decline 


Lengthening days of early spring 
brought a further decline in the out- 
put curve for the week ended April 3, 
according to the Edison Electric In- 
stitute. The amount of electrical energy 
distributed by the power and light 
industry totaled 3,889,858,000 kw.-hr., 
compared to 3,928,170,000 kw.-hr. the 
week previously and 3,946,836,000 kw.- 
hr. registered for the week ended 
March 20. The present drop brings the 
curve about to the level which ob- 
tained at the end of February. Fig- 
ures for the April 3 week represented 
a 16.2 percent increase over the cor- 
responding week in 1942. 

While the Pacific Coast continued 
to lead the country in output gains 
over the "42 week, the increase dropped 
from 26.3 percent for the March 27 
week to 24.4 percent for the latest 
week. The Southern states, likewise, 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1943 1942 1941 
Apr. 3 3,890 Apr. 4 3,348 Apr. 5 2,959 
Mar. 27 3,928 Mar. 28 3,345 Mar. 29 2,975 
Mar. 20 3,947 Mar, 21 3,357. Mar. 22 2,983 
Mar. 13 3,945 Mar. 14 3,357 Mar. 15 2,983 
Mar. 6 3,947 Mar. 7 3,392 Mar. 8 3,005 
Feb. 27 3,893 Feb. 28 3,410 Mar. | 2,993 
Feb. 20 3,949 Feb, 21 3,423 Feb. 22 2,985 
Feb. 13 3,940 Feb. 14 3,422 Feb. 15 2,976 
Feb. 6 3,960 Feb. 7 3,475 Feb. 8 2,989 
Jan. 30 3,977 Jan, 31 3,468 Feb. J! 2,994 


Percent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 


-oOOOOOOO-COOo 
Apr.3 Mar. 27 Mar. 20 


New England ......... +10.0 + 7.5 + 8.2 
Mid-Atlantic .......... +13.1 +12.5 +116 
Central Industrial ..... +13. +14.8 +14.7 
West Central .......... +11.0 +14,2 +14.6 
Southern States ........ +22.5 +25.4 +26.0 
Rocky Mountain ....... +12.3 +12.2 +12.5 
Pacific Coast .......... -+24.4 +26.3 +-28.3 








Total United States... -+-16.2 +17.4 +17.6 
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dropped from 25.4 percent to 22.5 per- 
cent, but retained second place. Other 
sections to show slight declines from 
the week previous were the West Cen- 
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tral and Central Industrial. New Eng- 
land. Mid-Atlantic and Rocky Moun- 
tain areas. on the other hand, increased 
their lead over the 1942 week. 





WMC Defines Six 
More War Work Areas 


Six additional areas have been added 
to the original 32 in which the 48- 
hour work week was ordered by Presi- 
Roosevelt two months ago. The latest 
additions were ordered by Regional 
War Manpower Commission directors 
as the April 1 deadline for employers 
in designated areas to attain the 48- 
hour week or make provision for their 
failure to have done so approached. 

Newly designated areas are Burling- 
ton and Wilmington, N. C.; Evansville, 
Ind.; Tampa, Fla.; Savannah, Ga., and 
that part of the area south of Chicago 
which includes the Calumet district, 
Lake and Porter counties and southern 
Cook county. 

\kron, Ohio; Bath, Me., and Ports- 
mouth, N. H., have been shifted from 
the list of labor shortage areas to the 
list of those areas having a balance 
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between labor supply and demand, but 
the three cities remain under the 48- 
hour order. WMC Chairman Paul V. 
McNutt emphasized that in designating 
areas in which the extended work week 
must be observed factors other than 
labor scarcity are taken into considera- 
tion. 


400,000 Hp. Project Will 
Get Under Way Soon 


Construction of the 400,000-hp. hydro- 
electric development on the Ottawa 
River between Pembroke and Mattawa 
(ELcectricaAL Wortp, September 12, 
1942, page 10) is expected to be under 
way by spring, Chairman Thomas Hogg 
of the Ontario Hydro-Electric Commis- 
sion recently stated. 

It is estimated 2,500 men will be 
employed and a total of $40,000,000 


expended on the project. 
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WPB Releases 
148,847 Refrigerators 


The public in general will split up 
400.000 refrigerators this spring, 
148.847 of them mechanical. The re- 
mainder will be ice boxes of the simpli- 
fied, standardized design adopted for 
war housing. 

Only eligibles for electrical or gas- 
operated refrigerators will be those who 
cannot be served by other types. Most 
of the mechanical boxes available are 
de luxe models of six, seven and eight- 
foot capacity. Purchasers of these re- 
frigerators must attest to their need and 
inability to use other types on blanks 
which will be available from dealers. 
No other restrictions will be placed on 
refrigerators available to the public. 

Approximately 250,000 ice boxes will 
be manufactured during the second 
quarter of this year, of which 210,000 
will be for general consumption. 
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Braheney Made Treasurer, 
Molyneaux Retires 


Bernard F, Braheney, a vice-presi- 
dent of the Northern States Power Co. 
of Minnesota, has been elected treas- 
urer to succeed John J. Molyneaux, 
who has retired from active duty after 
26 years of service. Mr. Molyneaux 
has also retired as vice-president, treas- 
urer and director of the Northern States 
Power Co. of Delaware and has been 
succeeded in these capacities by Mr. 
Braheney. 

Mr. Molyneaux was born in Chicago 
and his early business experience was 
obtained in the field of commercial and 
investment banking and public account- 
ing. Before going with the Northern 
States Power Co. in 1917, he was super- 
vising auditor of the Southwestern prop- 
erties of the Standard Gas & Electric 





B. F. Braheney 


Co. and the Ottumwa Railway & Light 
Co. He served as treasurer and gen- 
eral auditor of the Northern States 
Power Co. until 1931, when he was 
elected vice-president, treasurer and 
director. 
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J. J. Molyneaux 


Except for a period of about a year 
in 1912-13 when Mr. Braheney was 
paymaster of the Appalachian Power 
Co., Bluefield. W. Va.. and was con- 
nected with the Louisville Gas & Elec- 
tric Co.. his business life has been 
largely devoted to the Northern States 
Power Co. and companies that pre- 
ceded it and to the Byllesby Engineer- 
ing & Management Corp. He started in 
1910 with the Consumers Power Co., 
a predecessor of Northern States Power, 
and in 1913 joined Minneapolis Gen- 
eral Electric Co.. recently merged into 
Northern States. 

In 1915 he became assistant general 
auditor of Northern States Power Co., 
in 1920 assistant general auditor of the 
Byllesby Engineering & Management 
Corp. and the following year general 
auditor. In 1929 he was elected vice- 
president in charge of accounting, and 
in 1936 was made vice-president in 
charge of accounting and finance. This 
office he held until last October, when 
he returned to Northern States, having 
been elected vice-president in charge 
of finance. In his new capacity as vice- 
president and treasurer he will have 
charge of finance and accounting. 





Kerite Insulated Elects 
C. R. R. Harris President 


(See Front Cover) 


At a meeting of the board of directors 
of the Kerite Insulated Wire & Cable 
Cs., held recently in New York, C. R. 
R. Harris was elected president to suc- 
ceed the late Richard D. Brixey. 

Mr. Harris joined the Kerite organ- 
ization in 1917 in charge of engineering. 
During the decade up to 1927, when he 
became vice-president and general man- 
ager, he was associated with the design 
and development of Kerite cable for use 
in many special services in the electric 
power field. 

A native of Randolph County, Indi- 
ana, Mr. Harris obtained his early ex- 
perience with the Western Electric Co. 
and with the Western Union Telegraph 
Co. engineering staff, being associated 
with the latter organization for some 
seven years in plant engineering. 

Mr. Harris has been a member of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers for 38 years. 


Formica Elects Five 
New Vice-Presidents 


To cope with the rapidly increasing 
volume of business and to get ready for 
post-war developments, five new vice- 
presidents were elected by the Formica 
Insulation Co. board of directors at 
the recent annual meeting in Cincinnati. 

J. Roger White, for the past three 
years general sales and advertising 
manager, was elected vice-president in 
charge of sales and advertising. Mr. 
White has been connected with the 
company since 1928 and was formerly 
in charge of the New York area. Georze 
H. Clark, laminated plastics enginecr. 
was elected vice-president in charge of 
engineering. He has been with the or- 
ganization for 18 years. R. W. Lytle, 
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wiio was made vice-president in charge 
of special engineering in charge of 
automotive and aircraft engineering, 
has been associated with the company 
for 20 years. Ellsworth G. Williams, 
wno has been employed in a consulting 
capacity by the company for the past 
three years, has been elected vice-presi- 
dent in charge of manufacturing. 
Walter H. Kruse, associated with the 
company since 1914 and assistant secre- 
tary since 1936, was elected secretary. 


Roller-Smith Appoints 
Smith Chief Engineer 


Roy M. Smith, who joined the Roller- 
Smith Co., Bethlehem, Pa., in August, 
1942, as assistant chief engineer, has 
been appointed chief engineer, succeed- 
ing J. D. Wood, resigned. 

Mr. Smith joined the Roller-Smith 
organization following a _ connection 
with the Bryant Electric Co.. where he 





was engineering manager for the wir- 
ing device division. Formerly he had 
been with the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co. as section engineer 
on relay design and application, 

Mr. Smith is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Washington. For a number 
of years he has been active in the 
\merican Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers and has contributed articles to 
LECTRICAL WorLp and other technical 
ublications. 


» Raymonp J. Kent, who has been 
connected with General Electric lamp 
department, Nela Park headquarters at 
Cleveland, Ohio, since 1941, has been 
iransferred to the company’s Missis- 
-ippi Valley division in St, Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Kent will serve as wartime light- 
ing counselor for war industries in the 
“t. Louis area. 
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> Preston S. ARKWRIGHT, president of 
Georgia Power Co., Atlanta, has been 
appointed to serve on the newly cre- 
ated Southeastern War Labor Board. 
The board, which will make final deci- 
sions in dispute cases in wage and sal- 
ary adjustments in the Fourth Region, 
is composed of three panels represent- 
ing the public, industry and labor. Mr. 
Arkwright will serve on the industry 
members’ panel. 


> Paut PLumMer has been appointed 
superintendent of electrical construc- 
tion and maintenance for the produc- 
tion department, United Illuminating 
Co.. New Haven and Bridgeport, Conn. 
Richard Miller is now chief system op- 
erator, and both report to C. A. Mols- 
berry, general superintendent of pro- 
duction. Micnaet Murrnuy has been 
appointed assistant superintendent of 
the English station in New Haven, re- 
porting to John Clark. 


OBITUARY 


> Georce E. Leavitt, 73, superintend- 
ent and chief engineer of the Merrimac 
Valley Power & Buildings Co., Ames- 
bury, Mass., and formerly an engineer 
in the steam plant of the Haverhill 
Electric Co. at Newburyport, Mass.. 
died suddenly at an Amesbury hospital 
on March 25. 


> Howarp H. FLANNERY, commercial 
manager of the East Hampton district 
of the Long Island Lighting Co., died on 
January 31, after a relatively short ill- 
ness. He was only 32 years old. Mr. 
Flannery had been connected with the 
company for eight years. 


> Harry H. De Loss, a director of 
Handy & Harman, New York, died on 
March 28 at Clearwater, Fla. Joining 
the organization in 1900, Mr. De Loss 
served the company in many capacities. 
He was treasurer from 1905 to 1915, 
vice-president 1915-1923 and a director 
from 1905 until his death. 


> Cuaries J. Benot, secretary of the 
South Carolina Power Co. and a past 
treasurer of the organization, died on 
April 3, while riding on a bus in 
Charleston, S. C. He was 66 years old. 
Mr. Bendt joined the Charleston City 
Railway Co., predecessor of the South 
Carolina Power Co., in 1897. He was 
elected an auditor the same year and 
became treasurer in 1908. He was active 
in the company until his death. 


> Greorce B. Apams, 74, retired utili- 
ties executive, died at his home on 
Signal Mountain, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
on March 29, Mr. Adams and his father, 
the late J. W. Adams, were responsible 
for the formation of a number of light 
and water plants in the smaller com- 
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munities near Chattanooga which they 
combined into the Southern Cities Util- 
ities Co. Mr. Adams served as president 
for many years and retired when these 
holdings were sold to the Tennessee 
Electric Power Co. in 1929. 


© Wittiam A. JENNINGS, assistant dis- 
trict manager for the West Penn Power 
Co. at Connellsville, died of pneumonia, 
February 22 at Connellsville State Hos- 
pital, where he had been taken only 
twelve hours before. Mr. Jennings, who 
was 62, joined West Penn in 1911 and 
was made assistant district manager in 


1929. 


> Emir A. BALLE, assistant superintend- 
ent of special construction for the San 
Diego Gas & Electric Co., San Diego. 
Calif., died on January 31, after a long 
illness. A native of Chicago, Mr. Balle 
was connected with the H. M. Byllesby 
Co. before going to San Diego. He 
started to work for the San Diego Gas 


& Electric Co. in 1921. 


> Freperick A. BAKER, manager of the 
Farmington Valley division of the Con- 
necticut Power Co., died on March 26 
at the Hartford (Conn.) Hospital. Mr. 
Baker was 45 years of age and was well 
known in the public utility field. He 
began with the Connecticut Power Co. 
in 1920 at New London and became 
manager of the Farmington Valley divi- 
sion in 1930 with headquarters at Union- 
ville. Mr, Baker was born in Rockland, 
Mass., and received his technical educa- 
tion at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. 


> Lioyp A. Bowser, 47, district man- 
ager for the Wisconsin Public Service 
Corp. at Algoma, Wis., for many years, 
died February 23 at a Green Bay hos- 
pital, after an illness of several months. 
Employed by Wisconsin Public Service 
Corp. upon his return from World War 
I as an electric department clerk at 
Green Bay, Mr. Bowser assisted in the 
construction of the first electric lines 
connecting the communities of the Door- 
Kewaunee peninsula and upon their 
completion in 1922 became manager of 
the utility’s operations in the same 
area, a position he had since held. 


P Wittiam R. Grace, first vice-presi- 
dent and director of the Ingersoll-Rand 
Co. and a director of W. R. Grace & 
Co., died on March 31 at his home in 
Aiken, S. C., where he had been pass- 
ing the winter. He was 64 years old. 
Son of the late William R. Grace, 
founder of the international trading 
and shipping firm of W. R. Grace & 
Co., and twice Mayor of New York, 
Mr. Grace played an important part in 
the development of the Ingersoll-Rand 
Co., as well as participating actively in 
the direction of the shipping company. 
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General Cable ‘42 
Earnings Lower 


In a report for the year ended De- 
cember 31, General Cable Corp. shows 
a net profit, before appropriation to in- 
ventory reserve, of $2,786,171 after de- 
preciation, amortization, interest, fed- 
eral income and excess profits and other 
deductions. After deducting appropri- 
ation of $650,000 to general reserve 
for inventories, there was a_ balance 
transferred to earned surplus in 1942 
of $2,136,171. 

For the year 1941, net profit was 
$3,937,921 on the 7 percent preferred 
stock. Federal income taxes in 1942 
amounted to $775,000 and excess profits 
tax, after $323,000 debt retirement 
credit and $750.000 post-war refund 
credit, was $9,652,000. In preceding 
year these taxes amounted to $2,050,000 
and $6,710,000 respectively. 

Other companies recently issuing re- 
ports include the following: 

Weston Exectrica, INnstrumMENT—In- 
cluding subsidiary, net profit for 1942, 
amounted to $727,906, exclusive of post- 
war reserve, equal to $4.53 a share. After 
deducting reserve of $200,000 for post-war 
adjustments, balance transferred to earned 
surplus was $527,906, or $3.29 a share. In 
194] net profit was $937,638, or $5.84 a 
share, before post-war reserve of $200,000. 
After this reserve a balance of $737,638, 
or $4.59 a share, was transferred to earned 
surplus, Federal income taxes for 1942 
were $209,000, compared with $465,000 in 
1941, while excess profits tax, after $236,- 
000 post-war refund credit, was $2,125,000, 
against $1,335,000. 

McGraw Evectric—For 1942, net sales 
were $8,438,014, against $10,317,583 in 
1941 and net profit was $995,761, against 
$1.379,012, or $2.10 a share against $2.92. 


Discusses Plastics’ Part 
in Post-War Period 


Plastics and the part they are playing 
in the electric industry’s war effort were 
discussed recently by John Delmonte, 
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technical director of Plastics Industries 
Technical Institute, at a meeting of the 
Los Angeles Electric Club. Mr. Del- 
monte said that plastics insulation has 
been turning in excellent performances 
at extreme altitudes and temperatures, 
a highly important attribute in a global 
war dependent in great part upon air 
power. 

In the post-war world, Mr. Delmonte 
believes, electrical industries will see 
a new trend in plastics. Household 
articles—including components’ im- 
portant in housing construction—will be 
completely redesigned and restyled, he 
said. 





WESTINGHOUSE “E”—Nearly 28,000 em- 
ployees of the East Pittsburgh division of 
Westinghouse turned out recently to help 
celebrate the award of an Army-Navy 
“E” pennant, which was accepted by 
A. C. Streamer, vice-president, in their 
behalf. Mr. Streamer said a record-break- 
ing total of 1,437 carloads oi finished war 
products rolled out of the plant during 
February 





Radio and Radar 
Office at Boston 


Establishment of a New England re- 
gional Radio and Radar section of the 
WPB’s Regional Production Specialists 
Department has been announced by 
W. H. Wheeler, Regional Director, with 
headquarters at 17 Court Street, Boston. 
The division is to help manufacturers 
in problems of plant expansion, facili- 
ties, critical materials and the issuance 
of priorities so that the schedules of the 
army and navy may be met. A major 
reason for this action is the confidential 
nature of many of the developments in 
this field, which includes all military 
and civilian radio, radar, underwater 
sound, electronic equipment and com- 
ponent parts. The radio industry as a 
whole depends greatly upon the manu- 
facture of components, and this depart- 
ment is responsible for the coordina- 
tion of their manufacture with the basic 
production schedules. 

Activities of the Field Service Sec- 
tion, Radio and Radar Division, are ~«- 
ordinated in Washington under F. S. 
Horning, chief of the section. New 
England manufacturers in this field 
having production problems are advised 
to consult their nearest WPB district 
offices, and the Boston headquarters in 
cases where no radio and radar field 
specialist is available. The New Eng- 
land section will be headed by Michael 
Scott, associated with the radio in- 
dustry since 1930, who is a former off- 
cial of Radio Wire Television, Inc.. 
Walthal Electric Co., and member of 
the National Electronic Distributors 
Association. 


Opens New Plant 


Fred E. Garner Co. of Chicago has 
announced the opening of Plant No. 2 
at 1100 West Washington St., Chicago. 
This new plant will be devoted to manu- 
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facturing frequency meters, test equip- 
ment, radio telephones, silent and sound 
picture projectors, and other radionic 
devices. The company will occupy 
three entire floors. 


Issue Booklet on Wartime 
Refrigeration Service 


In revealing another service to help 
refrigeration dealers cope with the com- 
plex manpower situation involved in 
wartime refrigeration service, C. T. 
Lawson, Kelvinator’s general sales man- 
ager, has announced that the Kelvinator 
Division of Nash-Kelvinator Corp. has 
published a new booklet on the ways 
and means set up by the government 
to handle the various problems arising 
out of the current manpower shortage. 

Called “Refrigeration Service Man- 
power Problems and Suggested Pro- 
cedure for Meeting Them,” the booklet 
is designed to help give appliance deal- 
ers a clear understanding of govern- 
ment regulations covering wages, sell- 
ing price ceilings for labor charges, 
mechanic manpower, selective service 
and other phases of manpower. The 
new book, a follow-up to the highly 
successful “Simplified Training Course 
for Refrigerator Service Men,” which 
was produced for dealers _ several 
months ago, is being mailed free to 
refrigerator retailers throughout the in- 
dustry. 


Insulation to Feature 
Fiberglas Campaign 


Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corp.’s 1943 
advertising plans include a comprehen- 
sive schedule in publications reaching 
manufacturers and users of electrical 
equipment, and electrical engineers, it 
was announced recently. The adver- 
tisements will feature the basic char- 
.cteristics of Fiberglas electrical insu- 
lation. Production of Fiberglas has 
been greatly expanded and is con- 
stantly being increased to meet a stead- 
ily growing number of vital Army and 
Navy uses in electrical equipment. 


Electronic Specialists 


To help industry with electronic ap- 
plication problems, eighteen General 
“lectric industrial electronic specialists 
in G. E. offices throughout the country 
have been appointed. These specialists 
will be responsible for all industrial 
electronic applications in their terri- 
tories, 
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Field Reports on Business 


Output of war material has risen to well over half of industrial production. 
While civilian economy is receiving more official attention than it has in the 
past, civilian supplies remain an outstanding problem. At present, however, 
the manpower situation is of greatest concern throughout the nation. 


CHICAGO 


After several setbacks in January there 
was a sharp upturn in most Chicago trade 
indices in February, according to the Chi- 
cago Association of Commerce. There was 
a noticeable improvement in almost every- 
thing except building operations. For the 
week ended March 27 electric output of 
Commonwealth Edison Co., excluding sales 
to other companies,. was up 10.3 percent 
over the same week last year. Chicago 
department store sales for the week ended 
March 28 were up 4 percent over the same 
week last year, but the Seventh Federal 
Reserve District department store sales 
were up only 1 percent. 

War contracts awarded in the Chicago 
area for the week ended April 1 were for 
$2,077,000 of manufactured goods and $8,- 
397,000 in war plant construction. The 109 
contracts were divided among 87 firms. 
Electrical goods contracts included signal 
equipment from American Automatic Elec- 
tric Sales Co. and cable for a Washington, 
D.C., Navy Yard from Belden Manufac- 
turing Co. 

Schweitzer & Conrad has recently an- 
nounced expansion of its Chicago manu- 
—— facilities, as has Illinois Gage 

Globe Manufacturing Co., Johnson & 
ee Press Wireless, Inc., and W. F. 
Hebard & Co. 

Reynolds Electric Co., Chicago, manu- 
facturer of food mixers and other electrical 
equipment, is now accepting war bonds as 
deposits for orders for post-war delivery. 


NEW ENGLAND 


United Illuminating Co., New Haven and 
Bridgeport, Conn., has purchased about 
10,000 fiber shields for street-lighting dim- 
outs. This company has recently added two 
new 2000-kva. unit distribution substa- 
tions to its New Haven district facilities. 
Connecticut manufacturers have submitted 
bids on an unspecified quantity of storage 
batteries, motor-driven centrifugal vacuum 
pumping units, copper wire, electrical cook- 
ing appliances and small electric bench 
tools; contracts received by them include 
wire, copper tubing in sizable amounts, 
alarm system accessories and _ telephone 
supplies. 

Cambridge, Mass., has appropriated over 
$8,000 for the purchase and installation of 
a new short-wave bradcasting unit for po- 
lice service. General Radio has _ been 
awarded contracts for furnishing the Navy 
with mica capacitors, radio control, and 
transmission apparatus. The demand for 
vacuum tubes is steady; a New Hamp- 
shire manufacturer has submitted bids on 
a group of distribution transformers, and 
local manufacturers of signaling appara- 
tus are operating at full capacity. A scar- 
city of skilled labor threatens to curtail 
production in certain lines, particularly 
in the light manufacturing industries. 
Skilled mechanics and electricians are at 
a premium; materials are in a more favor- 
able position and deliveries are satisfac- 
tory, according to purchasing agents. 

New construction in this area is confined 
to Army areas. In Massachusetts hospital 
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additions and changes are requiring some 
supplies for lighting and power. Aerovox 
Corp. has taken over a second plant in 
Taunton, Mass.; this company will increase 
its mica output and plans to double its 
mica capacitor output. 


NEW YORK 


A recent Department of Commerce re- 
port points out that the abnormally large 
inventories built up by wholesalers and 
retailers following Pearl Harbor are rap- 
idly being liquidated. Wholesale inventories 
have declined from a high of $4,900,000,000 
early in 1942 to less than $4,000,000,000 
early this year. Retail inventories are down 
from their all-time high of $7,500,000,000 
at the end of June, 1942, to $6,700,000,000 
by the end of December. Retail trade, 
however, is continuing at a high level, 
while production of civilian goods is rapidly 
declining, which points to steady further 
curtailment of distributors’ stocks. 

Department store sales, which were off 
3 percent in the nation for the week ended 
March 27, is one indication of the trend. 
In New York they were off 9 percent from 
the corresponding 1942 week, in Boston 
6 percent and in Philadelphia 10 percent, 
according to the Federal Reserve Board. 

Civil engineering construction totaled 
$61,389,000 for the week in the continental 
United States, according to Engineering 
News-Record—43 percent below the total 
for the corresponding 1942 week. The total 
brings 1943 construction to $900,430,000, 
which is 54 percent under the 14-week 
period for 1942. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Pacific Coast purchasing by large gov- 
ernmental departments and agencies is 
still shifting its centers of gravity. For 
example, the Marine Corps has strength- 
ened its Coast buying, particularly in the 
Bay area, but a large Pacific naval base 
contractor is just moving his main pur- 
chasing office to Chicago, leaving only local 
emergency buying on the coast. This firm 
was one of the heaviest California buyers 
of electrical machinery and wiring supplies, 
with a special loading port near Santa 
Barbara. 

New industrial developments cover a 
$1,000,000 project lumber mill at Crescent 
City, Calif.; a $990,000 processing plant for 
Kalunite Co. at Salt Lake City; Denver & 
Rio Grande Railroad expansion at Provo 
and diesel-electric switching locomotives 
for Southern Pacific. Work has begun on 
a steel tube mill at Bandini, near Los An- 
geles. It is backed by DFC and will cost 
more than $1,500,000. 

New shipping work includes an order 
for six Harnischfeger cranes for a naval 
base. 

Kelman was the only bidder on two 600- 
amp., 34.5-kv. circuit breakers for Los An- 
geles, its figure being $4,630 each. Recent 
outstanding electrical contracting awards 
covered wiring installations at a fort in 
Utah and a supply depot for Army Air 
Force in California. 
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Utility Stocks Shoot Upward; Bonds Firm 


PRICE TRENDS OF 
ELECTRIC UTILITY 
SECURITIES 
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The recent upward trend of electric light and power stocks was greatly accelerated 
during the past week, the “Electrical World” index advancing to 24.3 from 23.6; last 
year, 17.3. Bonds held firm at 105.2; last year, 102.4 





National Files New 
Dissolution Plan 


An amended plan of dissolution, a 
further step in complying with the 
“death sentence” provisions of the Hold- 
ing Company Act, was filed recently 
with the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission by the National Power & Light 
Co., sub-holding unit in the Electric 
Bond & Share system. 

Under the plan, National proposes to 
sell its remaining holdings of 242,664 
shares of Houston Lighting & Power Co. 
common stock—the balance of the 500,- 
000 shares originally held by National. 
The other 257,336 shares were ex- 
changed for National’s $6 preferred 
stock under the terms of an exchange 
agreement through which two shares of 
Houston common were exchanged for 
one of National preferred. 

Proceeds from the sale of the Hous- 
ton stock, plus additional funds from 
the sale of 16,806 shares of $7 preferred 
stock of Carolina Power & Light Co., 
another subsidiary, will be used by 
National to retire 150,000 shares of $6 
preferred stock at $100 a share, plus 
accrued dividends. Following liquida- 
tion of the preferred stock, National 
then proposes to distribute pro rata to 
its common-stock holders its holdings in 
Carolina Power & Light, Birmingham 
Electric Co., Pennsylvania Power & 
Light and Lehigh Valley Transit Co. 


SEC Extends Rule 
on Finance Connections 


Adoption of an amendment to Rule 
U-70 (a) (7) of the Holding Company 
Act, extending to March 1, 1944, the 
exemption provided under the rule, has 
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been announced by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. Under Section 
17 (c) of the act, it is unlawful for a 
registered holding company or any of 
its subsidiaries to have as an officer or 
director any person who serves in a 
similar capacity for a bank, trust com- 
pany. investment banker or any other 
financial institution. 

Rule U-70 sets forth the limited cir- 
cumstances under which these rela- 
tionships will be lawful. Paragraph 
(a) (7) of the rule makes provision 
for a limited exemption for a person 
whose only financial connection is with 
one or more commercial banking insti- 
tutions having their principal offices 
within the state in which the registered 
holding company, or subsidiaries, con- 
ducts at least 90 percent of its public 
utility operations, and in which such 
person resides, and who is originally 
elected to his position in such company 
prior to April 1, 1939, under an order 
approved by the state’s public service 
commission. 

The extension granted covers the 
exemption in this paragraph. 





Utility Reports 


Net Income 
1943 1942 


*Alabama Power .......... $4,434,385 $3,301,617 
tCarolina Power & Light... 2,332,288 2,912,771 
*Connecticut Light & Power 3,648,914 3,738,108 
*Cons. Gas Elec. Light & 

Power (Balto.) and sub.. 6,200,053 6,705,666 
*Consumers Power ......... 7,535,260 9,237,071 
*Georgia Power ........... 5,851,766 5,335,549 
tHouston Lighting & Power. 2,860,376 2,912,181 
tMinnesota Power & Light. 1,639,697 1,646,034 
*Ohio Edison ............. 3,010,400 3,958,772 
{Pennsylvania Power & Light 5,522,567 6,553,664 
tSuperior Water, Light & 

PO i tage oe eee ae kes 186,060 83,385 
tUtah Power & Light and 


ONE Ee ao Uae laa ute 1,793,231 1,927,886 
tWashington Water Power 

CON Me cea ie ciaare rs 2,447,902 1,907,068 
*Sierra Pacific Power....... 549,310 690,071 





*Twelve months ended February 28. 
tTwelve months ended January 31. 
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FINANCIAL BRIEFS 





New York’s Public Service Commis. 
sion in 1942 authorized issuance of $72. 
088,500 of utility securities according 
to a report submitted to the Legisla- 
ture by Milo R. Maltbie, chairman. 
The 1942 financing brought to over 
$2,000,000,000 the total of securities 
authorized by the commission since 


1930. 


A PLAN FOR COMPLETE liquidation and 
dissolution of the Associated Corp., a 
subsidiary of the trustees of the Associ- 
ated Gas & Electric Corp., has been filed 
with the SEC. Under the plan Associ- 
ated Corp. will transfer all its assets 
to the trustees of Agecorp and return 
all its capital stock for cancellation. 
The plan also provides for the cancella- 
tion by the Agecorp trustees of a 
$1,000,000 note issued by Associated 
Corp. and of $697,511 open account 
indebtedness of the subsidiary. 


Tue SEC nas set Aprit 15 for hear- 
ing on the proposal of Public Service 
Co. of Indiana, Inc., to issue and sell 
$38,000,000 principal amount of its first 
mortgage bonds, series E, 314 percent, 
due 1973. The company, a subsidiary of 
Hugh M. Morris, trustee of Midland 
United Co., plans to use the proceeds 
to retire $38,000,000 aggregate amount 
of first mortgage bonds. series A, 4 
percent, due 1969, of Public Service Co. 
of Indiana, its predecessor constituent 
company. 


ONLY ONE BID, submitted by a major 
underwriting group, comprising 140 in- 
vestment banking firms, headed by 
Stone & Webster & Blodget, Inc., Leh- 
man Bros. and Halsey, Stuart & Co., 
Inc., was made for the $52,000,000 bond 
issue of Puget Sound Power & Light 
Co. The issue falls due in 1972 and 
carries a 444 percent interest rate. The 
issue will have to be “peddled” in 
small blocks, the SEC was told, because 
large insurance companies have shown 
little interest in it. 


Tue SEC HAs GRANTED the applica- 
tion of National Power & Light Co., sub- 
holding unit in the Electric Bond & 
Share Co. system, to sell the securities 
of its subsidiary, West Tennessee Gas 
Co., to Equitable Securities Corp., Nas!i- 
ville, Tenn., for $712,500, plus interes'. 
In approving the transaction the coni- 
mission took occasion to term charges 
by Samuel Okin, Bond & Share stoch.- 
holder, that the sale was a “rotten, 
fraudulent deal,” without foundation. 
The sale is a step in Nation’s compli- 
ance with a dissolution order entered 


August 23, 1941. 
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Sales Opportunities 


ln,no—Idaho Power Co., Boise, has 
plans maturing for new 110-mile transmis- 
sion line and power substation. Proposed 
to begin work soon. 


\iicut¢AN—Murray Corp. of America, 
Inc.. 7700 Russell Ave., Detroit, manufac- 
turer of heavy metal stampings, steel auto- 
mobile bodies, etc., has contracted with 
sovernment for expansion in plant, includ- 
ing new building, with machinery and 
electrical equipment installation. Cost 
about $1,400,000, with financing by De- 
fense Plant Corp. 


\,ABAMA—Civil Aeronautics Authority, 
Washington, D. C., has plans in progress 
for new airport, including hangars, shops 
and other structures, with electrical equip- 
ment installation. Also, electrical distribu- 
tion system, with power substation, lighting 
system and other operating facilities. En- 
tire project is estimated to cost about 


$700,000. 


CauirorntA—U., S, District Engineer Of- 
fice, 4550 Brazil St., Los Angeles, has asked 
bids for construction of an electrical distri- 
bution system at army air forces supply 
depot, and will make award at early date 
(Solicitation No. 1174). 


CaLirorNtA—Douglas Aircraft Co., Santa 
Monica, will carry out expansion in plant 
for production for government, including 
machinery and electrical equipment in- 
stallation. Cost close to $200,000, with fi- 
nancing by Defense Plant Corp. 


SoutH CarourinA—Burean of Yards and 
Docks, Navy Department, Washington, D. 
C., plans installation of new condenser 
cooling water svstem at central power plant 
at navy yard, Cost estimated ahout $175.- 
000. Proposed to carry out work at early 
date. Appropriation has been authorized. 


Ruope Tst.anp—Walsh-Kaiser (o.. Provi- 
dence. operating a local shipvard for con- 
struction of government vessels. plans ex- 
pansion in plant, comprising groun of about 
12 new buildings. including min assem- 
bling shop. 300x600 ft.: machine shop. 
pipe shop, boiler erection shop. paint shop 
and other units. Also lines for compressed 
air system. Machinery and electrical equip- 
ment will be installed in industrial struc- 
tures. Entire project is reported to cost 


over $1,000,000. 


\lissourtr—Citv Council, Neosho, is ar- 
ranging early call for bids for motor-driven 
pumping machinery and auxiliary equip- 
ment in connection with expansion and 
Improvements in municipal water svstem. 
Entire project will cost about $280.000. 
H. 1. Lawrence, 3244 N.W. 14th St.. Okla- 
homa City, Okla., is consulting engineer. 


‘-kor¢1A—-War Department has plans un- 
der way for new hospital buildings, com- 
prising a group of one and multi-story 
structures, with power substation. boiler 
house, cold storage and refrigerating plant. 
an! miscellaneous buildings. Cost reported 
over $1,000.000. William N. Parsons, Jr., 
S.F C. Building, Augusta. is architect. 
Project will be supervised by U.S. District 
Env ineer Office, Savannah. 


| Lorma—Civil Aeronautics Authority, 
Washington, D. C., has approved plans for 
*xpansion in airport, including hangars, 
shops and other operating structures, with 
machinery and electrical equipment. Also, 
€xtensions in electrical distribution lines, 
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lighting facilities, etc. Entire project will 
cost approximately $943,000, and will begin 
at early date, 


WasHINcTON—Puget Sound Power & 
Light Co., Seattle, has plans nearing com- 
pletion for addition to power substation, 
with installation of equipment for increased 
capacity. Cost reported close to $75,000. 
Work is scheduled to be carried out soon. 


NevapAa—Basic Magnesium Co., Las Ve- 
gas, has approved plans for additions to 
mill for production for government, com- 
prising number of steel structures, with 
machinery and electrical equipment. Pro- 
posed to begin work at early date. Cost re- 
ported in excess of $1,000,000. 


Int1no1is—War Emergency Pipe Lines, 
Inc., 1429 Enquirer Building, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, plans series of about 18 motor-driven 
pumping stations in connection with oil 
transmission line, to be used primarily for 
booster service. No estimate of cost an- 
nounced. Project will be carried out soon. 


Texas—Civil Aeronautics Authority, 
Washington, D. C., and Municipal Airport 
Department. E] Paso, plan expansion in 
municipal airport, including hangars, shops 
and other buildings. with electrical equip- 
ment installation. Also will make extensions 
in lighting system, control house and other 
operating facilities. Entire project will cost 
about $1,000,000, with fund to be furnished 
by federal agency noted. 


Inp1ana—U.S. District Engineer Office. 
Federal Building, Louisville. Ky., plans im- 
provements in army hospital, including con- 
struction of new hrick stack. No estimate 
of cost announced. 


FLorIpA 
D. C.. plans expansion in naval air station, 
including hangars, shops, warehouses and 


Navy Department. Washington, | 


other industrial buildings. with installation | 


of machinery and electrical equipment. 
Also, will make extensions in distribution 
svstem and other electrical facilities for 
light and power service. Appropriation of 
about $1.000.000 is being arranged for proj- 
ect. which will be carried out by Bureau 
of Yards and Docks. 


IL1 1No1rs—Interstate Aircraft & Engineer- 
ing Corp., El Segundo, Calif., plans exten- 
sions in branch plant for production for 
government, including new building and 
machinery and electrical equipment for con- 
siderable increased capacity. Cost about 
$220.000, with financing through Defense 
Plant Corp. Work is scheduled to be car- 
ried out soon. 


Orecon—Civil Aeronautics Authority, 
Washington, D. C., plans new airport, in- 
cluding hangars, shops and other buildings, 
with machinery and electrical equipment. 
Also, electrical distribution system with 
power substation, lighting system and other 
facilities. Cost estimated at $865.000. Work 
will begin this spring. 


Nortu Daxota—R.S.R. Electric Cooper- 
ative, Inc., Milnor, has engaged Banister 
Engineering Co., 1586 University Ave.. St. 
Paul, Minn., consulting engineer, to prepare 
plans and make: surveys for primary and 
secondary lines in parts of three counties. 
totaling over 200 miles, with substation fa- 
cilities, service connections, etc, Cost re- 
ported close to $200,000, with financing 
through REA, 
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OPPORTUNITY 
for an 


ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEER 


to become an 
EDITOR 


Here's the kind of man we're looking 
for. We don't necessarily expect to 
find all the qualifications in one im 
dividual—but the more you have the 
better. 


Experience — He is an electrical 
engineer with utility, consulting or 
industrial experience who is rea- 
sonably familiar with current prac- 
tice in operation, installation and 
electrical systems design. 


Writing—He doesn't have to be 
a polished writer but he should 
be able to describe on paper in 
simple English, the things he finds 
others doing in the field. 


Inquisitiveness—He should get a 
kick out of finding new or im- 
proved engineering or operating 
methods. 


Personality—He likes to meet peo- 
ple and people like to meet him. 
He likes to help people. He has 
initiative but will take direction. 
He has plenty of ambition but is 
not impatient. 


In applying send full particulars as to 
education, dratt 
requirements fo 


experience, age, 


status, and salary 


Editor 


Pactrical Word 


330 West 42d Street, New York 


(1221) 21 











Switch 


To prevent operation of double-throw dis- 
connects from one to the other position 
without coming to a full stop in the open 





Double-throw disconnect switch; 600 amp. 
23 kv. Delta-Star Electric Co., 2400 Fulton 
St., Chicago, Ill. 


position, switch has a positive lock located 
at the blade hinge end. This is said to stop 
the blade in mid-position, so it is necessary 
to place a switch-stick in hook rings at 
hinge to release lock before completing 
travel to another position. Switches can be 
furnished in all standard voltage and am- 
pere ratings. 


Fluorescent Fixture 


Designed to meet WPB and U.S. Bureau 
vt Standards regulations, new all-purpose 
line of fluorescent fixtures is said to use 
a minimum of vital materials; e.g., 40-watt 
units contain less than 3 lb. of steel per 
fixture and 100-watt units less than 4 Ib. 
New-type wireway channel is said to sim- 
plify wiring and mounting for continuous 
rows and also permits locating ballast on 
the “outside.” Reflectors made of “Lumen- 
ite” have baked enamel finish and can be 
installed or removed by a few turns of 
wing nuts, 

Models can be used for both individual 
and continuous row lighting, are Under- 
writers’ Laboratories and E.T.L. Fleur-O- 
Lier approved. 





Model '"'No. 2075"' fluorescent lighting fixture; 
line includes four models; two- and three- 
light units using 40-watt lamp; two-light units 
using 100-watt lamps; a two-section unit for 
four 100-watt lamps, which operates with only 
one ballast. Mitchell Mfg. Co., 2525 N. Cly- 
bourn Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
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EW EQUIPMENT 


Varnish Remover 


'S-159 Stripper.’’ Sterling Varnish Co., 127 
Ohio River Blvd., Haysville, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Developed to remove varnish splashed or 
drained on apparatus parts which should 
be varnish-free, blue viscous liquid is 
brushed on machine surfaces or other metal 
parts prior to the actual application of var- 
nish to the piece as a whole. Stripping 
medium is said to dry in two or three 
minutes. When the varnish treatment is fin- 
ished a bakelite or wood knife will remove 
varnish splashes without marring or dis- 
turbing exact and close tolerances, it is 
claimed. 


Insulation Tester 


Iwo types of “Meggers” for testing 
electrical insulation resistance are now 
all-U.S.-made units. Each is housed 





ead ante 


"Meg" (illustrated) and ''Super-Meg'’ in- 
sulation testers; range in megohms from 0-20 
to 0-1,000; d. c. generator voltage, 100, 250 
and 500, variable- and constant-pressure types. 
James G. Biddle Co., 121! Arch Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


in molded case which is said to have all 
joints dust-proof and practically splash- 
proof. These testers are of the hand-gen- 
erator and direct-reading ohmmeter types. 
According to manufacturer's claims, ac- 
curacy is independent of the speed of 
turning the hand-cranked generator. 





BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT? — 
McGraw-Hill’s Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 
manufacturers’ product data, names and 
addresses. 





Motors 


Designed primar- 
ily for pumps han- 
dling large quanti- 
ties of volatile ma- 
terials, new line of 
motors is said to be 
suitable for opera- 
tion in Underwrit- 
ers’ Class | Group 
D hazardous gas lo- 
cations, 


Vertical hollow - shaft 
explosion-proof motors. 
Fairbanks, Morse & 
Co., 600 S. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago, Ill. 





Oscillograph 


‘Type 241'' 5-in. cathode-ray oscillograph: 
self-contained, operates off 60-cycle, 115-volt 
line; weighs 65 Ib. and measures I7!/p x 10% 
2! in. Allen B. DuMont Laboratories, Inc., 
2 Main Ave., Passaic, N. J. 


New oscillograph differs from the previ. 
ously announced 3-in. “Type 224” in larger 
screen size, together with inclusion of a 
Z-axis amplifier to modulate beam with any 
signal applied to its input terminals or 
with a return trace blanking impulse pro- 
duced by the linear-time-base generator. 
Unit has a uniform Y-axis or vertical de. 
flection response from 20 c.p.s. to 2 mega- 
cycles. The X-axis or horizontal deflection 
amplifier is said to have a uniform charac- 
teristic from 10 c.p.s. to 100 kilocycles. 
Both amplifiers are claimed to have distor. 
tionless input attenuators and gain controls. 
Provision is made to connect signals di- 
rectly with the deflection plates when fre- 
quencies to be obtained are beyond the 
useful limits of the amplifiers. 


Lighting Unit 


Self-contained emergency lighting unit 
throws a beam of light 50 ft. wide a dis 
tance of 150 to 200 ft., covering an area 
of 7,500 sq.ft., it is claimed. Unit operates 
instantly and automatically without a hand 
touching a switch. Recharging is done 
automatically by trickle charge. State of 
charge indicated by pilot balls. 





2 — > 
Lost 


"tLightguard'’ emergency lighting unit 
3-cell Exide battery. Measures I6/ x 6l/, 
in. Electric Storage Battery Co., {9th St. 
Allegheny Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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STATION AUXILIARIES 





Is di- 
n fre: 
“1 PROTECTION ! 
wer 
, cost 
At Lowe 
@ The designing engineers of this plant decided on fuse 
protection for feeders to boiler feed pumps, coal handling 
unit equipment and other motor-driven station auxiliaries,— 
a dis- S&C protection with Type “SM” Fuses for the eight, 
Eh three-phase 2300 volt circuits. 
hand Use of S& C Type “SM” Fuses provided a compact, 
done space-saving installation —low in initial cost and mainte- 


te of ° ‘ . ° ° 
nance. No load switching is required, the motors being 


controlled at their respective locations. 

These Fuses are rated from 1 to 400 amperes, with 
short circuit interrupting ratings up to 1,000,000 KVA. 
They are made for indoor or outdoor service for use on 
2300/4000, 6600, 13,200, 22,000 and 33,000 volt circuits. 

S&C engineers will be glad to assist in the selection of 
proper protection on your projected work. 


SCHWEITZER & CONRAD, INC. 
4435 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago, Illinois 


Manufactured in Canada by Powerlite Devices, Ltd., Toronto, Ont. 


TYPE “SM* 


HIGH INTERRUPTING CAPACITY 


FUSES 
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Need It! 


Install these units right at load centers — and save! 


Tuis picture — worth 1,000 words — 
shows how an Allis-Chalmers Dry-Type 
Transformer is installed right dy the equip- 
ment it serves... saving a long run of heavy 
secondary copper—and plenty besides! 

Note the post mounting—no floor space 
is lost. Installation is simple, quick, money- 
saving, There was no need to construct a 
fireproof vault. 

You don’t—and cou/dn’t—see a main- 
tenance man testing, filtering or changing 


HERE’S THE STORY 





insulating liquid . . . because there’s none 
to cause such trouble. None to /eak/ 

Unseen, but important, are the improv- 
ed voltage conditions and lower line losses 
made possible by Allis-Chalmers Dry-Type 
Transformers. 

‘These money-saving units are available 
for quick shipment sow! Get the full 
story from your nearby Allis-Chalmers 
district office. Or write ALiis-CHALMERs, 
Mitwaukes, Wisconsin. A-1600 
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